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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1949 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Maidstone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Maidstone,  for  the  Year  ended  December  3 1  st,  1949. 

1949  has  been  the  first  full  year  since  the  far-reaching 
changes  which  followed  on  the  transfer  of  many  of  the  func¬ 
tions  and  responsibilities  of  the  Borough  Councils  to  the 
County  and  County  Borough  Authorities,  and  we  can  begin 
to  estimate  the  results  of  these  changes.  As  anyone  with  a 
knowledge  of  local  government  and  of  the  British  character 
would  have  forseen,  it  was  simply  not  possible  that  any  scheme 
could  be  designed  and  drafted  on  paper,  that  would  serve  the 
needs  of  the  complex  system  that  had  been  built  up  during  the 
years.  Already  it  is  evident  that  adjustments  and  modifications 
will  be  required  and  I  venture  the  opinion  that  these  adjust¬ 
ments  will  take  the  form  of  a  partial  return  to  a  more  local 
and  individual  form  of  health  administration  and  a  delegation 
of  some,  at  least,  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  to  the 
smaller  authorities.  It  was  said  that  the  multiplicity  of  author¬ 
ities  which  had  a  share  in  sanitary  administration  was  wasteful, 
but  what  the  country  cannot  afford  is  a  waste  of  knowledge 
and  experience  possessed  by  members  of  local  authorities 
and  the  officers  who  laboured  in  their  service  and  of  the  good¬ 
will  which  local  and  personal  interest  had  established.  With 
the  larger  and  more  cumbrous  units  of  administration,  the 
executive  functions  tend  more  and  more  to  be  entrusted  to 
officials  and  the  senior  officials  to  become  more  and  more 
remote,  until  we  are  in  danger  of  a  new  Bumbledom. 

The  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  has  been  good 
and  apart  from  measles  and  whooping-cough,  with  a  small 
amount  of  scarlet  fever,  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  a  serious  out-break  of  infectious  disease.  Polio-myelitis 


and  polio-encephalitis  were  found  in  Maidstone,  as  in  most 
parts  of  the  country,  but  we  were  fortunate  in  that  the  cases 
were  only  six  in  number  though  it  is  regrettable  that  three  of 
these  proved  fatal. 

1  am  again  happy  to  record  a  fall  in  the  infantile  death 
rate  and,  for  the  second  year  in  succession,  to  inform  you 
that  the  maternal  death  is  “  Nil.” 

The  urgent  problem  of  public  health,  social,  physical  and 
moral,  is  still  the  shortage  of  housing  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Council  to  the  solution  of  this  problem  have  been  unremitting, 
but  progress  is  still  woefully  slow  and  many  unfit  and  unhealthy 
houses  have  to  be  retained  which  are  incapable  of  repair 
and  ripe  for  demolition. 

I  should  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  in 
particular  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  for  their  continued  interest  and  support  throughout 
the  year  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
enthusiastic  co-operation,  which  has  done  so  much  in  main¬ 
taining  the  standard  of  the  Health  Services  in  the  Borough. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

13,  Tonbridge  Road,  August  25th,  1950. 

Maidstone. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  : — 5,972  acres. 

Population  : — Census  1921 — 37,448. 

„  1931—42,259. 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  1949  : — 

For  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  etc.  53,250. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949)  14,202. 

Rateable  Value  : — £469,707 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  : — £1,875. 


Live  Births. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Male.  Female. 


Total. 


Legitimate  ...  415  396  811 

Illegitimate  ...  28  19  47 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16.1 1 
Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  16.7 

for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  ...  18.7 

for  148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.0 

Stillbirths  : — 18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  17.09 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  0.34 

for  England  &  Wales  ...  ...  ...  0.39 

for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  0.47 

for  148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  0.40 

Male.  Female.  Total. 
Deaths  .  307  330  637 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  11.96 

,,  ,,  for  England  &  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

„  „  for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  12.5 

„  „  for  148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (Live  and  Still)  births 
No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

No.  30  other  Puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 
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Death  Rate  of  infants  under  I  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

19.813 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

19.728 

Illegitimate 

59  55  55  55  55  •••  *  *  * 

21.27 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

101 

55  59 

Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

55  55 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

95  99 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

1 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

In  the  past  I  have  made  mention  in  my  Reports  of  the 
activities  of  the  various  Clinics  but  from  the  “  Appointed 
Day”  in  July,  1948,  the  bulk  of  this  work  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  County  Council.  The  activities  of  the  Clinics 
have  been  maintained  and  in  some  directions,  expanded  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  realise  that  the  work  which  had  been  done  by 
the  Borough  Council  in  the  establishment  of  these  Clinics 
has  provided  a  sure  and  solid  foundation  on  which  to  build 
the  new  services. 

School  Clinic.  This  part  of  the  work  was  transferred 
to  the  County  Education  Committee  under  the  Education 
Act  of  1944.  The  work  is  carried  on  at  the  County  Clinic 
in  Foster  Street. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Since  the 
“  Appointed  Day  ”  the  County  Council  has  been  responsible 
for  these  Centres.  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  the  Ante-natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  the  Old  Palace:  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are 
also  established  at  St.  Andrew’s  Hall,  Banning  and  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Hall,  Mangravel.  These  were  in  existence  before 
the  transfer  and  additional  centres  are  now  proposed  at  St. 
Nicholas  Hall,  London  Road  and  in  the  Boxley  Road  area, 
while  it  is  certain  that  a  Centre  will  be  required  on  the  new 
housing  estate  at  Shepway. 

Hospitals.  The  local  Hospitals — the  West  Kent  General 
Hospital,  the  Kent  County  Ophthalmic  Hospital  and  the 
former  Coxheath  Institution,  now  known  as  Linton  Hospital, 
with  the  former  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  at  Fant  Lane, 
are  now  part  of  the  National  Health  Service  and  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Board  and 
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the  Mid-Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee.  At  the 
Fant  Lane  Isolation  Hospital,  the  urgent  need  is  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  cubicles,  for  which  I  had  agitated  for  many  years 
before  the  inception  of  the  new  service  and  which  is  the  more 
clamant  following  on  the  decision  to  utilise  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Coxheath,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Maidstone 
R.D.C.  for  the  reception  of  tuberculosis  cases  and  the  closing 
of  the  Mailing  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  which  was  established 
by  the  Borough  Council  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital  is  now  also 
part  of  the  National  Hospital  Service  and  continues  to  be 
widely  used,  as  are  maternity  beds  in  other  hospitals  in  the  area. 

Births  Notified  During  1949 

Live  Births  . 858 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Home  and  Domestic  Helps.  This  is  also  one  of  the 
former  activities  of  the  Borough  Health  Department  which 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council.  Helps  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  maternity  cases  at  the  time  of  confinement  and  also 
invalids  and  the  aged  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves, 
but  the  obtaining  of  suitable  women  for  employment  in  this 
work  has  been  difficult. 

Ambulance  Service.  The  ambulance  service  in  Maid¬ 
stone  was  formerly  run  by  the  local  Corps  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  1  am  glad  that  in  the  County  Am¬ 
bulance  Service,  the  Brigade  is  continuing  its  work.  For  in¬ 
fectious  cases,  the  County  Ambulance  Department  has 
continued  to  station  an  ambulance  at  the  Fant  Lane  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Day  Nurseries.  The  two  Day  Nurseries,  at  “  Highfield,” 
London  Road  and  at  South  Park  continue  to  provide  daily 
care  for  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  since  July  5th,  1948 
have  been  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council.  The 
present  plan  is  that  there  should  be  two  groups  of  cases  apply¬ 
ing  for  admission — “  Priority  ”  and  “  Non-priority.”  The 
priority  group  includes  children  whose  mother  is  unmarried, 
widowed  or  separated,  having  to  work  to  support  a  dependent 
husband  or,  by  reason  of  confinement  or  illness  is  unable  to 
look  after  her  family.  The  present  instruction  would  appear 
to  indicate  that  admission  to  the  nurseries  will  largely  be  limited 
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to  the  priority  group  and  I  think  that  it  will  he  agreed  that  no 
matter  how  excellent  a  nursery  may  be,  home  life  and  home 
care  is  to  be  preferred  for  children  below  school  age. 

Sunlight  Clinic.  This  Clinic  has  continued  to  function 
with  success  and  many  children  have  derived  benefit.  The 
responsibility  for  the  Sunlight  Clinic  is  now  vested  in  the  Kent 
County  Council  and  the  Clinic  is  held  on  Monday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  afternoons,  at  the  Old  Palace. 

Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Clinic.  This  is  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service  and  is  administered  by  the  South 
East  Metropolitan  Hospital  Board.  Radiographic  facilities 
are  available  and  there  will  shortly  be  provision  for  mass 
radiography. 

Veneral  Diseases  Clinic.  This  is  also  part  of  the  hospital 
service  under  the  National  Health  scheme  and  is  in  operation 
.at  the  West  Kent  General  Hospital. 

Child  Life  Protection.  The  arrangements  are  now  under 
ithe  control  of  the  Kent  County  Council  and  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  were  transferred  to  the  County  Service,  continue 
tto  act  as  Infant  Protection  Visitors.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there 
ns  still  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  Department, 
ithe  County  Health  Visitors  and  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
an  Maidstone. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Water  Supply.  The  public  water  supply  in  the 
Borough  of  Maidstone  is  furnished  by  the  Maidstone  Water 
•Company.  The  supplies  are  drawn  from  deep  bore-holes 
.and  springs  and  are  pumped  to  reservoirs  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  The  water,  though  hard,  is  consistently  of  good 
quality,  but  it  was  found  necessary  during  the  dry  period,  to 
imake  some  limitation  of  supplies  during  part  of  the  night. 
'Complaints  have  also  been  made  of  lack  of  pressure  and  the 
measures  necessary  to  correct  these  defects  have  been  rendered 
difficult  to  secure  by  lack  of  labour  and  materials. 

Details  of  the  sources  and  gathering  grounds  have  been 
Igiven  in  previous  reports.  The  regular  patrolling  and  care  of 
the  springs,  sources  and  gathering  grounds  by  the  Water 
iCompany’s  staff  have  been  continued  and  the  measures  for 
the  sterilisation  of  the  water  by  ozone  and  by  chlorine  have 
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proved  very  satisfactory.  Regular  chemical  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  from  the  various 
sources  have  been  made  and  have  proved  very  satisfactory. 
These  examinations  are  made  both  by  the  Company’s  Analysts 
and  at  the  County  Laboratories  and  the  results  have  been 
consistently  good.  There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent 
action. 


The  average  results  of  the  regular  chemical  analyses  made 
during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  Table  below: — 


Average  Results,  1949 
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Pts.  per  Pts.  per 
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Total  Solid  Residue  .  . 

35.0 

18.0 

56.0 

53.7 

31.3 

30.9 

22.9 

Chlorine 

2.55 

1 .96 

3.94 

3.46 

2.04 

2.1 1 

2.08 

Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  . . 

.170 

.258 

.177 

.192 

.1071 

.164 

.340 

Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Saline  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

Oxygen  absorbed 

H  hour  at  27°  C.) 

.0053 

.0026 

.0054 

.0038 

.0022 

.0039 

.0028 

Oxygen  absorbed 

(4  hours  at  27°  C.) 

.0 1 06 

.0090 

.0120 

.0084 

.0075 

.0392 

.0066 

Total  Hardness 

21.9 

12.5 

33.1 

29.9 

21.1 

20.3 

1 1.5 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough 
is  in  general  from  the  mains  directly  into  the  houses  but  in 
some  cases  the  supply  is  from  stand-pipes  from  which  the 
inhabitants  can  draw  water.  The  number  of  such  houses  is 
103,  served  by  23  stand-pipes  and  the  approximate  number 
of  inhabitants  of  these  houses  is  332. 

(/?)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  disposal 
works  has  continued  to  operate  as  in  previous  years  and  there 
has  been  no  extension  to  the  works  during  1949.  Extensions 
and  additions  to  the  drainage  system  have  been  in  connection 
with  the  provision  of  new  houses,  largely  on  the  Shepway 
Housing  Estate.  The  lengths  of  new  sewer  constructed  were 
as  given  below. 

9ins.  soil  sewer  constructed  ...  ...  1,738  yards 

9ins.  surface  water  sewer  constructed  1,430  yards 
I2ins.  surface  water  sewer  constructed  459  yards. 


8 


(c)  Rivers  and  Streams.  In  a  succession  of  Annual 
Reports,  I  have  commented  upon  the  pollution  which  exists 
in  the  River  Medway  and  its  tributary  the  Len  and  though 
sporadic  attempts  have  been  made  to  cleanse  part  of  the  latter 
stream,  the  fact  remains  that  both  these  streams  suffer  from 
serious  pollution.  Much  of  this  pollution  is  avoidable  and  it 
is  most  distressing  to  think  that  so  little  has  been  accomplished 
and  that  the  inhabitants  should  be  apathetic  to  the  state  of 
what  should  be  a  beautiful  river.  Perhaps  it  is  because  the 
Medway  is  said  to  be  the  frontier  between  the  “  Men  of  Kent  ” 
and  the  “  Kentish  Men,”  that  it  is  regarded  as  a  sort  of  “  No 
man’s  land  ”  or  rather  “  No  man’s  river,”  but  it  is  high  time 
that  measures  were  taken  to  ensure  that  further  pollution  does 
not  occur  and  that  newr  industrial  expansion  is  not  allowed  to 
spoil  what  should  be  one  of  the  glories  of  the  County  Town. 

(r/)  Closet  Accommodation.  The  bulk  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  Borough  is  equipped  with  water  closets,  but 
there  are  parts  of  the  Borough  area  in  which  public  sewers 
are  not  available  and  which  are  still  so  much  of  a  rural  char¬ 
acter  that  the  sewering  of  the  area  is  impracticable  and  would 
be  quite  uneconomic.  In  some  of  the  houses,  where  a  water 
supply  is  available,  there  are  W.C.’s  discharging  into  cess-pits 
while  a  few  earth  closets  are  still  to  be  found.  Pail  closets 
have  to  be  used  in  some  areas  and  I  give  in  the  table  below, 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses  having  the 
various  types  of  closet  accommodation.  The  number  having 
pail  closets  appears  high,  but  these  include  the  hutments  in 
Mote  Park  which  are  dwelling  accommodation  in  the  present 
shortage  of  houses.  The  number  of  such  hutments  occupied 
has  been  reduced  by  20  in  the  year  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  huts  will  not  be  regarded  as  permanent  dwellings  and  will 
not  be  used  as  dwellings  for  longer  than  is  necessary. 

Properties  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  the  sewer  system  15,007 
Dwellings  with  W.C’s  discharging  into  cess-pools  ...  244 

Dwellings  with  earth  closets  or  privy  middens  ...  .!.  18 

Dwellings  with  pail  closets  (Mote  Park  74;  other  75)  ...  149 

(<?)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  details  of 
the  work  done  have  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  arrears  of  routine  inspections  and  other 
sanitary  work,  left  by  the  war  years,  are  gradually  being  made 
up,  but  there  is  still  difficulty  in  getting  the  necessary  work 
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completed,  for  materials  and  labour  are  both  short  and  both 
are  needed  for  the  construction  of  new  houses.  From  the 
Table  below  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  amount  of  work  has 
been  accomplished.  But  there  is  still  a  considerable  amount 
of  property  in  the  town  which  cannot  be  put  in  order  and 
on  which  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  any  large  expenditure. 
For  these  properties,  demolition  is  the  only  remedy  and  with 
a  more  rapid  supply  of  new  houses,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  long 
before  these  unfit  houses  can  be  swept  away. 
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Annual  Report,  1949. 


Accummulation  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . .  . .  16 

Bakehouse  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Chimneys  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided  ..  13 

Cooking  Stoves  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  33 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Coppers  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

Drains  cleansed  on  complaint  or  by  flushing  staff  ..  1,843 

„  choked  and  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..518 

„  reconstructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

„  tested  with  smoke  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

„  tested  with  water  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

„  inspection  chambers  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

„  inspection  chambers  airtight  covers  provided  . .  . .  24 

„  stoneware  pipes  laid,  feet  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,847 

„  iron  pipes  laid,  feet  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

„  trapped  from  sewer  and  ventilated  ..  ..  ..  3 

Dustbins  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  inspected  . .  206 
Fresh  air  inlets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Houses,  cement  floors  provided  in  cellars  . .  . .  .  .  1 

„  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired  .  .  . .  39 

„  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..315 

„  roofs  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  273 

„  rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed  and 

walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered  .  .  583 
„  walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or  other 

method  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  32 

Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise  . .  1.404 

Re-inspections  ..  ..  .  .  ..  ..  ..  3,321 

Mortar  joints  to  brickwork  repaired  .  45 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . .  . .  .  .  18 

Outbuildings  or  Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt  . .  . .  — 

Poultry  or  animals  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Schools  inspected  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Sink  or  other  wastepipes  removed  disconnected  or  trapped  . .  26 

Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  8 

Slaughterhouse  inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  630 

Stairs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Stoneware  gullies  provided  .  .  . .  . .  62 

Strainers  provided  to  gullies  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

W.C.’s,  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

„  flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  246 

„  new  pans  and  traps  provided  . .  . .  . .  .  .  63 

„  structural  defects  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

„  seats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  54 

Water  supplies  provided  or  repaired  .  . .  37 

Window  frames  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..156 

Window  sashes  hung  so  as  to  open  full  size  and  ends  screwed  32 
Verminous  rooms  cleansed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  366 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses  30 
Preliminary  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  684 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  99 
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(/)  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(1). — Inspection  of  factories  and  workpfaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanical 

173 

— 

— 

Power 

33 

— 

— 

Other  premises 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

206 

— 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

■6 

c 

o 

u. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

^  Referred 
^  to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Act 
1937  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

_ 

_ 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . 

_ 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  (  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Accommo-  j  Unsuitable  or  Defects 

5 

7 

— 

— 

dation.  1  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 

1 

1 

Bakehouse  (s.54) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  the 
outwork  and  Offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  or  Powers 
Order,  1921). 

Total 

6 

8 

— 

— 

( g )  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  con 
trolled  by  Bye-laws. 

These  are  as  follows  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  . .  6 

Slaughter  Houses  . .  . .  . .  2 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. .  . .  . .  6 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . .  . .  6 

12 


Housing. 

During  1949,  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
IBorough  was  294.  Of  these  246  houses  were  erected  by  the 
ILocal  Authority  and  48  houses  were  provided  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  housing  statistics  which 
are  asked  for: — 


Housing  Statistics. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(I)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 


692 

876 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

section  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion 


682 


II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  513 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  67 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  1 

B.  — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 
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Housing  Statistics — ( continued ). 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

— 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 

2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

D. — Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year  . .  . .  .  .  Indeterminable 

_ 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  . .  . 

41 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

13 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 

56 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

— 

Housing  in  Maidstone,  as  in  every  other  area,  continues 
to  be  a  major  problem  and  the  solution  of  this  problem  is 
still  far  away  and  indeed  at  times  seems  to  recede,  for  the  list 
of  applicants  grows  and  the  families  of  those  who  have 
patiently  waited  for  the  day  when  their  names  on  the  waiting 
list  will  be  reached.,  are  growing  up.  I  have  daily  callers, 
whose  accounts  of  their  plight  are  distressing,  but  needing 
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verification  at  times,  and  for  the  young  people,  and  especially 
where  there  is  a  baby,  rooms  are  very  hard  to  find.  Too  often 
the  only  solution  is  for  the  young  folk  to  crowd  into  the  homes 
of  their  parents  and  there  are  many  cases  of  overcrowding 
.arising  from  such  a  situation.  That  there  are  many  cases  of 
overcrowding  in  the  Borough  is  only  too  obvious,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  give  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  such 
cases,  for  the  figure  would  vary  from  week  to  week  and  one 
can  only  make  an  effort  to  cope  with  the  cases  as  they  arise 
or  are  discovered.  I  have  made  an  effort  to  verify  and  sub¬ 
stantiate  every  case  which  I  recommend  to  the  Housing  De¬ 
partment  and  1  must  record  my  appreciation  of  the  considera¬ 
tion  which  the  selection  sub-committee  has  given  to  cases 
I  have  put  before  them.  I  have  heard  the  idea  mooted  that  the 
houses  that  are  now  being  built  are  of  too  high  a  standard  and 
that  the  construction  of  lesser  quality  houses  would  be  quicker. 

1  hope  that  we  shall  not  see  any  lowering  of  the  standard  for 
new  houses,  for  we  have  too  much  evidence  in  Maidstone 
of  what  the  building  of  poor  house  property  can  lead  to  and 
even  some  of  the  houses  built  after  the  first  War  could  have 
been  planned  on  more  generous  lines  with  advantage.  We  hear 
much  of  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  living — the  raising  of 
the  housing  standard  is  one  of  the  first  steps  to  that  end. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  1949,  the  following  work  in  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  houses  was  carried  out: — 

(a)  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  44 

(b)  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  53 

Council  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox  ”  26 

{b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  18 

Other  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox  ”  11 

( b )  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  42 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a 
Council  House  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  house  42 
Council  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ...  152 

Other  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean .  123 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  inclusion  in  the  stalf  of  Inspectors  of  an  increased 
number  who  are  in  possession  of  the  Certificate  of  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  the  concentration  of  slaughter¬ 
ing  in  a  central  slaughter-house,  instead  of  several  such  owned 
and  used  by  the  butchers,  has  enabled  a  much  higher  percen¬ 
tage  of  the  meat  killed  in  the  Borough  to  be  inspected  and  the 
next  improvement  to  be  hoped  for  is  the  provision  of  a  modern 
abbattoir,  with  space  for  complete  investigation  of  any  sus¬ 
pected  carcase  or  organ. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amount  con¬ 
demned  in  1949  was  as  follows: — 


1949 


Cattle  ex-  Sheep  & 

eluding  cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected  . . 

1867 

622 

1069 

4946 

148 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

7 

1 1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 142 

15 

13 

321 

30 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

61.3% 

2.7% 

1.2% 

6.8% 

20.9% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

15 

24 

3 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

358 

9 

1 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

19.9% 

J.j  /o 

19° 

•jy  o 

— 

2.7% 

Approximate  weight  condemned  :  27  tons,  5  cwts,  1  qr. 
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During  1949,  foods  of  various  descriptions,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  quantities  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
This  unfit  food,  which  in  every  case  was  surrendered,  included 
the  following: — 


Annual  Report,  1949. 


Tinned  Meat 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 

Peas 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

Cereals 

Bacon 

Cheese 

Sugar 


Pies  . . 

Paste 

Cake  and  Cake  Mixture 
Suet 

Gravy  Salt 
Flour 
Tea 
Fats 
Biscuits 
Dates 
Bread 
Crisps 
Soup 
Meat 
Coffee 
Vegetables 
Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 
Beans 
Sauce 


Pickles 

Pudding  Mixtures 
Jam 

Peas 

Tinned  Milk 
Dried  Milk 
Fish  and  Fish  Paste 
Cereals 


»> 

Eggs,  Fresh 
„  Dried 
Beverages 
Fats 
Dates 
Cheese 
Vinegar 
Sweetmeats 
Pies  . . 

Paste 


Tons  Cwts. 


4 
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152  tins 
1,169  tins 
480  bottles 
895  tins 
1.387  tins 
353  tins 
745  tins 
442  bottles 
6  gallons 
184  jars 
866  packets 
138  tins 
43  jars 
431  tins 
3,969  tins 
1 12  lbs. 

665  tins 
109  tins 
36  packets 
2,673 
6  tins 
21  jars 
61  packets 
12  boxes 
35  boxes 
5  bottles 
96  bars 
129 

1 18  tins 


Qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

450 

— 

— 

183 

— 

— 

3,361 

— 

824.| 

_ 

— 

32j 

— 

_ 

26 

z 

— 

3,775* 

— 

— 

150 

1 

— 

— 

•> 

2 1 

— 

z 

25 

— 

56 

6* 

— 

— 

8* 

400 

— 

— 

32 

— 
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Food  and  Drugs,  1949.  During  the  year  the  following 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  for  analysis  and  the 
results  are  recorded  below: — 


Article. 

Number 
of  samples 
Obtained. 

Number 

Genuine. 

New  Milk  . . 

65 

65 

English  Delight  Sweets  . . 

1 

1 

Bubbling  Gum 

1 

1 

Coffee 

3 

3 

Tomato  Puree 

1 

1 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

5 

5 

Pork  Sausage  Meat 

2 

2 

Cooking  Fat 

8 

8 

Margarine 

9 

9 

Butter 

9 

9 

Custard  Powder  . . 

1 

1 

Gelatine 

1 

1 

“  Porage  ”  Oats  . . 

1 

1 

Mustard 

2 

2 

Pepper 

3 

3 

Baking  Powder 

1 

i 

Aspirin 

2 

2 

Saccharin  . . 

2 

2 

Gin  . . 

9 

2 

Ice  Cream  . . 

13 

10 

"  Frofrute  ” 

1 

1 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

1 

“  Sweetphat  ” 

1 

1 

Sweetened  Fat 

1 

1 

Mussels  in  Vinegar 

1 

1 

Sausage  Meat 

10 

8 

Savoury  Meat 

1 

0 

Lemon  Barley  Crystals  . . 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder  . . 

1 

1 

Semolina 

1 

1 

Soya  Flour 

1 

1 

Rolled  Oats  . 

1 

I 

Cream  of  Tartar  .. 

1 

1 

154 

148 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  1949. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

1  give  below,  in  tabular  form,  details  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  1949. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Chickenpox . 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

27 

— 

Diphtheria  .  . 

4 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

8 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

14 

5 

18 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .  . 

3 

3 

t 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

219 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

66 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

2 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
and  Polio-encephalitis 

6 

6 

3 

Totals  .  . 

365 

62 

22 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1949 
is  above  that  recorded  in  1948,  29  as  against  21,  but  the  figure 
is  well  below  that  for  1947  and  1946.  Again,  the  disease  has 
been  of  a  mild  type  and  though  all  but  2  in  1949  were  admitted 
to  hospital,  many  of  them  could  just  as  well  have  been  nursed 
at  home  and  this  procedure  in  mild  uncomplicated  cases  will 
be  followed  in  future  for  the  present  shortage  of  nurses  makes 
it  imperative  that  hospital  beds  should  be  reserved  for  those 
cases  in  which  the  disease  is  of  a  more  serious  character  or 
shows  complications  or  where  the  home  conditions  make 
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removal  imperative.  It  is  much  more  desirable  that  beds 
should  be  available  for  severe  cases  of  measles  or  for  whooping 
cough  with  complications,  than  that  the  resources  in  beds 
and  nursing  staff  should  be  expended  in  admitting  simple  and 
mild  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis.  This 
dreaded  disease  returned  to  the  Borough  in  1949,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  there  were  only  6  eases,  3  of  polio-myelitis  and  3  of 
polio-encephalitis.  1  am  sorry  to  record  that  3  of  the  cases 
proved  fatal — two  being  polio-encephalitis  and  one  polio¬ 
myelitis,  2  of  the  fatal  cases  being  children  and  one  an  adult. 
Our  knowledge  of  how  the  disease  is  spread  is  still  deficient 
but  there  is  some  indication  that  Hies  play  a  part  in  its  trans¬ 
mission  and  every  citizen  should  enlist  in  the  campaign  against 
the  fly  menace. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Sepsis.  Eight  cases 
were  notified,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  there 
were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis.  In  fact,  for  the  second 
consecutive  year,  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  puerperal 
causes  and  the  maternal  death-rate  is  nil.  This  is  a  very 
satisfactory  state  and  long  may  it  continue. 

Measles.  During  1949,  measles  was  prevalent  in  Maid¬ 
stone  and  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  219  but  it  is  grat¬ 
ifying  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Whooping-Cough.  The  number  of  notifications  was  66 
and  this  is  a  disease  which  causes  much  anxiety  and  distress. 
Immunisation  against  whooping-cough  has  been  carried  out 
for  those  who  wish  it,  at  the  Immunisation  Clinic  and  1  think 
the  results  are  encouraging,  though  we  cannot  expect  the 
same  degree  of  success  as  has  attended  the  immunisation 
against  diphtheria. 

Diphtheria.  Four  cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to 
hospital,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  none  of  these  was  under 
15  years  of  age,  for  it  is  among  the  children  that  immunisation 
is  the  rule.  Three  were  in  the  15-20  age-group  and  one  in  the 
20-35  age  group,  so  we  can  be  satisfied  that  immunisation 
has  practically  banished  diphtheria  in  children  among  whom 
it  used  to  be  so  frequent  and  with  such  a  high  proportion  of 
fatalities.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  first  started 
in  Maidstone  in  1935  and  such  has  been  the  success  of  the 
campaign  to  educate  the  parents  to  accept  this  protection  for 
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their  children,  that  it  is  now  almost  the  universal  rule  that 
babies  arc  immunised  and  protected  before  the  first  birthday, 
while  the  practice  of  giving  an  additional  protective  dose  at 
the  start  of  school  life  is  becoming  the  regular  accepted  rule. 
The  conduct  of  the  immunisation  clinic  is  now  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  County  Health  Department,  but  I  still  conduct 
the  clinic  as  of  old  and  many  of  the  children  are  now  im¬ 
munised  by  the  family  Doctors.  Diphtheria  is  now  almost 
a  rarity  in  Maidstone,  where  it  was  once  a  constant  and  pre¬ 
valent  menace  and  this  result  has  been  attained  by  a  long 
campaign  of  education  and  by  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors 
and  the  Teachers  in  the  schools  and  we  can  look  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  on  the  results  of  our  labours. 

In  order  that  the  progress  of  immunisation  in  the  Borough 
may  be  fully  appreciated,  1  give  below  a  Table  showing  the 
primary  immunisations  and  the  re-inforcing  inoculations, 
according  to  the  ages  of  the  children.  The  Table  also  shows 
the  position  as  regards  vaccination  against  Small-pox  and, 
while  it  is  many  years  since  Small-pox  was  found  in  Maidstone, 
the  amount  of  protection  in  the  population  is  not  nearly  so 
satisfactory.  Recent  events  have  shown  that  the  introduction 
of  Small-pox  into  a  community  is  an  increasingly  dangerous 
possiblility  and  now  that  compulsion,  which  is  always  an 
aversion  to  the  British  mentality,  has  been  abandoned,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  voluntary  acceptance  of  vaccination  will  show 
an  increased  proportion  of  the  community  accepting  the 
protection  which  vaccination  can  give. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  1949. 


Diphtheria  Notifications  &  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation 

for  1949. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Age  at 
date  of 
Notifica¬ 
tion. 

Number  of 
cases  includ¬ 
ed  in  preced- 

cfs(es.  child  had 

notlfied-  completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisa¬ 
tion. 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Number  of 
cases  included 
in  preceding 
column  in 
which  the 
child  had 
completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisa¬ 
tion. 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

—  — 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14 

—  — 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

Totals 

—  — 

Totals 

— 

— 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  from  the  Borough  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratories 
at  County  Hall.  This  service  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
outstanding  features  of  health  administration  in  the  County 
and  under  the  new  Health  Service,  it  is  even  more  complete 
and  valuable  than  in  the  past. 


Distribution  of  Infectious  Disease  Incidence. 


I  give  below  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease,  according  to  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  in  which  they 
occurred. 


High 

Street 

Stone 

Street 

King 

Street 

Ui 

O 

z 

Heath 

Bridge 

Shep- 

way 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

7 

1 

10 

2 

4 

2 

29 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

8 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

14 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

8 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

29 

32 

19 

36 

34 

47 

22 

219 

Whooping-cough 

7 

10 

10 

15 

7 

9 

8 

66 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox  ... 
Cerebro-spinal 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

Acute  Polio- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

myelitis 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  Polio- 

encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

43 

51 

39 

72 

56 

69 

35 

365 

24 


Malignant  Disease. 

The  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  in  Maidstone,  during  the  past  live  years  and  a  Table 
showing  the  age-groups  of  the  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1949, 
are  given  below.  The  search  for  a  solution  of  the  cancer 
problem  still  goes  on  but  advances  in  surgical  treatment  and 
in  diagnosis  have  given  improved  results.  Cancer  is  such  a 
dreaded  disease  that  too  often  the  patient  puts  off  seeking 
advice  until  it  is  too  late.  The  results  where  treatment  is  under¬ 
taken  early  are  so  much  better  than  at  the  later  stages  that  it  is 
imperative  that  the  necessity  for  immediate  investigation  of 
any  suspicious  growth  or  of  abnormal  loss  of  blood,  should 
be  stressed,  so  that  the  possibility  of  early  and  successful 
treatment  should  not  be  lost. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Maidstone  during 
the  past  5  years  is  as  follows: — 

Number  of  deaths 


1945  .  101 

1946  .  83 

1947  .  100 

1948  .  95 

1949  . 101 


Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1949  under  age  groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

— 

— 

_ 

15—25 

— 

25—35 

— 

2 

35—45 

2 

5 

45—55 

4 

8 

55—65 

II 

15 

65  and  over 

25 

29 

Totals 

42 

59 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  1949,  there  were  no 
notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

.  — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5—15 

.  — 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

1 1 

7 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

25—35 

6 

10 

— 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

35—45 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

45—55 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

55—65  . 

9 

2 

— 

_ 

4 

3 

65  and  over  — 

1 

— 

5 

1  — 

— 

Totals 

.  32 

25 

3 

5 

21 

8 

4 

1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had  been 
notified  was  19.  The  number  which  had  not  been  notified  was 
16.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  T.B.  deaths  to  the  total  number 
of  T.B.  deaths  was  thus  .457  to  I. 
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TABLE  I. 
1949 


Causes  of  death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  . 

307 

330 

1  Typhoid  fever,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . . 

_ 

1 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6  Tuberculosis  ;  of  respiratory  system  . . 

21 

8 

7  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

3 

3 

8  Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

9  Influenza 

1 

— 

BO  Measles 

— 

— 

B 1  Ac  :  polio-myel  :  and  polio-enceph  : 

2 

1 

112  Ac  :  inf  :  enceph  : 

— 

— 

13  Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  Oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F) 

3 

7 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

9 

1 1 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

11 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

30 

30 

17  Diabetes 

2 

2 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .. 

40 

60 

19  Heart  Disease 

81 

101 

20  Other  disease  of  circ.  system 

9 

17 

21  Bronchitis 

26 

14 

22  Pneumonia 

10 

8 

23  Other  Respiratory  diseases 

2 

3 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

5 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

5 

— 

26  Appendicitis 

3 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

7 

28  Nephritis 

6 

4 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  Maternal  causes  . . 

— 

— 

31  Premature  birth 

4 

— 

32  Con  :  Mai  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis. 

4 

4 

33  Suicide 

5 

3 

34  Road  traffic  accidents . 

3 

1 

35  Other  violent  causes 

6 

5 

36  All  other  causes 

23 

28 

27 


TABLE  II. 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1949, 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

OS 

65  - 

&  3 

over  (- 

Scarlet 

Fever 

— 

1 

4 

3 

7 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Polio¬ 

encephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Puerperal 
Fever  and 
Pyrexia  . . 

1 

5 

2 

_ 

_ 

8 

Pneumonia  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

1  3  1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

14 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

8 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping 

Cough 

2 

13 

2 

10 

— ■ 

31 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

66 

Chicken  Pox  —  —  —  — 

1  1 

Measles 

2 

32 

— 

47 

— 

127 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

219 

Dysentery  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Malaria 

, 

Totals  . . 

4 

46 

6 

62 

9 

172 

18 

10 

15 

6 

12 

5 

365 

28 


TABLE  III. 


analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1949. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4  4-5  5-10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20-  35-  45- 
35  45  65 

65 

and 

over 

Total. 

•vleasles 

—  —  —  —  —  — 

— 

Zerebro 

Spinal  Fever 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Dther  Puer¬ 
peral  Diseases 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . . 

2 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

1  1  4 

10 

IS 

Poliomyelitis 
and  Polio¬ 
encephalitis 

_ 

_ 

1  —  1 

_ 

1  —  — 

_ 

3 

Totals  . . 

2 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

3  1  4 

10 

22 

29 


TABLE  IV 


Deaths. 


Deaths  apportioned  to  the  Wards  of  the 

Borough. 

Month. 

High 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Ward 

Stone 

Street 

Bridge  Heath 
Ward  Ward 

Shep- 

way 

Totals 

January  . . 

o 

O 

7 

9 

7 

7 

4 

— 

42 

February  . . 

11 

8 

!  ii 

6 

12 

8 

2 

58 

March 

10 

9 

12 

20 

11 

15 

3 

80 

April 

10 

6 

9 

12 

12 

9 

3 

61 

May 

4 

9 

9 

10 

14 

5 

5 

56 

June 

7 

6 

14 

10 

ii 

10 

— 

58 

July 

10 

1 

11 

6 

7 

5 

1 

41 

August 

6 

5 

7 

7 

6 

6 

1 

38 

September 

5 

4 

1 1 

8 

7 

5 

1 

41 

October  . . 

10 

4 

5 

9 

6 

7 

2 

43 

November 

15 

6 

8 

9 

11 

9 

2 

60 

December 

8 

8 

12 

8 

13 

9 

i 

59 

Totals  . . 

104 

73 

1 18 

112  , 

117 

92 

21 

637 

30 


TABLE  V. 


Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

year  1949. 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000 

1,000 

popula- 

population 

Live 

tion 

Births. 

• 

cd  . 

it 

C/5 

a  t— 
Cl.  <d 

T3  <U 
c  c 

$  w  c/5 

3 

J2 

c/5 

sz 

c/5 

*5 

c/5  1 

<D 

C/5 

c 

#cd 

‘u, 

cd 

X 

n 

cd 
a/ 
cd  :r 

s 

<D 

> 

J 

L- 

m 

Co 

3 

cd 

u 

< 

5J 

H  S' 

Whoopi 

Cough 

<L> 

-C 

sz 

Cl 

5 

Influenz 

Small-pi 

Measles 

0-2  C3 
-C  -3  QJ 
l-  5- 
u.  u 

os  t:  o 

QtS  B 

Q  oj 

c 

75  ° 

o  ^3 
H-o 

England  and 
Wales 

126  County 

16-7 

0-39 

11-7 

000 

001 

000 

0-15 

o-oo  o-oo 

3-0 

32 

Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns, 
including 
London 

18-7 

0-47 

12-5 

© 

6 

o 

0-02 

000 

0-15 

0*00  0  00 

3-8 

37 

148  Smaller 

Towns  Resi- 

dent  Popula¬ 
tions 

25  000  to  50,000 

at  1931  Census 

18-0 

040 

1L6 

000 

001 

000 

0-14 

o-oo  o-oo 

2-4 

30 

London 

18'5 

0-37 

12-2 

000 

o-oi 

000 

Oil 

—  — 

1-7 

29 

Maidstone 

16-11 

003 

10-6 

— 

— 

— 

001 

—  - 

4-4 

17 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Puerperal  Infections.  Others.  Total. 

Per  1,000  J  England  and  Wales  0*  1 1  0'7l  0  82 

Total  Births  I  Maidstone  ..  —  — 
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TABLE  VI 


Infant  mortality,  1949.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 
CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months 

3  months  and  under 

6  months 

6  months  and  under 

9  months 

9  months  and  under 

12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

3  — 

1 

4  — 

4 

Enteritis 

-  - 

— 

1 

1  1 

1 

I 

— 

4 

Meningitis 

1  — 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

—  1 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

Bronchitis... 

Atelectasis 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

2  — 

1 

3  1 

1 

5 

Totals  .  . 

6  2 

1 

2 

11  3 

2 

1 

—  i  17 

1 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year  j  nfStiSSte  *. ' 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  . . 


811 

47 

16 
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METEOROLOGY 


TABLE 

VII. 

Month. 

Average 

Barometer. 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Max.) 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Min.) 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  .01  fell. 

January 

30.28 

47 

34 

1.14 

16 

February 

30.36 

49 

32 

.98 

8 

March 

30.21 

48 

34 

.95 

10 

April  . . 

29.98 

62 

43 

1.46 

12 

May  . . 

29.85 

64 

44 

1.73 

16 

June  . . 

29.98 

74 

44 

.41 

5 

July  . . 

29.85 

79 

55 

.57 

5 

August 

29.88 

77 

54 

.76 

7 

September 

29.85 

74 

54 

1.05 

8 

October 

29.94 

62 

44 

6.41 

17 

November 

29.74 

49 

36 

3.04 

19 

December 

29.95 

48 

34 

1.13 

22 

Averages  and  Totals  for  the 

year 

29.99 

61 

42 

19.63 

145 

33 


TABLE  VIII. 

RECORD  OF  SUNSHINE  DURING  1949. 


Month. 

Hours. 

Minutes. 

January  . .  . 

33 

24 

February 

101 

18 

March  . . 

95 

18 

April . 

168 

48 

May . 

178 

48 

June  . .  . .  . 

182 

54 

July . 

217 

6 

August  . 

214 

6 

September 

156 

— 

October 

105 

30 

November 

21 

12 

December 

14 

30 

Totals 

1488 

54 

34 


TABLE  IX. 

RELATIVE  PROPORTION  OF  WIND  DURING  1949. 


N. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

E. 

January  ..  .  .j  — 

3 

3 

2 

6 

13 

4 

February  . .  — 

1 

1 

5 

4 

11 

1 

5 

March  . .  4 

3 

5 

3 

5 

7 

4 

— 

April  . .  3 

1 

5 

4 

1 

13 

1 

2 

May  . .  2 

3 

5 

4 

— 

11 

3 

3 

June  2 

9 

1 

3 

3 

10 

1 

1 

July  — 

2 

6 

4 

4 

6 

— 

9 

August  . .  . .  — 

1 

2 

3 

7 

13 

— 

5 

September  . .  — 

2 

2 

2 

8 

13 

2 

1 

October  . .  . .  — 

T 

— 

7 

3 

19 

— 

1 

November  . .  — 

— 

3 

5 

5 

12 

2 

3 

December  . .  — 

i 

3 

2 

8 

12 

— 

5 

Totals  1 1 

27 

36 

44 

54 

140 

14 

39 

35 


BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Population  (estimated  1949)  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949)  according 
to  Rate  Books 


53,250 

8,472 


14,202 

4.6 

3.7 


Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  (1921) 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1949) 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,972  acres 

Density  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.9  persons  per  acre 

Annual  Birth  Rate  . per  1,000  population  16.11 


Annual  Death  Rate  . „  , 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  ...  ...  „  , 

Cancer  Death  Rate  ...  ...  „  , 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births 
Live  Births,  Males,  443.  Females,  415 
Deaths,  Males,  307.  Females,  330 
Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 


1 1.96 
.6 
1.8 
19.813 
858 
637 
221 


Elevation. — The  population  reside  at  a  mean  elevation 
of  70  feet  above  sea  level,  ranging  from  20  to  250  feet. 


36 


